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the KGB museum. We will go there to pay
our respects to those who suffered and died
in the hands of an evil and brutal occupa-
tion.

President Lincoln, when he dedicated the
cemetery at Gettysburg, said that mere
words could not dedicate nor consecrate the
sacrifices of brave men who defend liberty.
Likewise, there is nothing that we—who
have not experienced such a place, can do to
honor it. Those who suffered in that building
in defense of freedom have already made it
hallowed ground. But we can remember—and
we can educate future generations, and by so
doing ensure that such a place will never be
build again.

America is a better place because of Lith-
uania. And I hope that Lithuania is a freer
and a stronger democracy because of the ef-
forts of the American people.

May God bless the people of Lithuania like
He has blessed the people of the United
States.
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CONGRATULATING ARROWHEAD
CREDIT UNION ON ITS 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. GEORGE E. BROWN, JR.
OF CALIFORNIA

HON. JERRY LEWIS
OF CALIFORNIA

HON. RON PACKARD
OF CALIFORNIA

HON. KEN CALVERT
OF CALIFORNIA

HON. MARY BONO
OF CALIFORNIA

HON. GARY G. MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999
Mr. BROWN of California. Mr. Speaker, on

June 12, 1999, the Inland Empire Congres-
sional Delegation resolved to congratulate Ar-
rowhead Credit Union on its 50th anniversary.
Therefore, we are inserting into the RECORD a
copy of the resolution.

RESOLUTION

CONGRATULATING ARROWHEAD CREDIT UNION ON
ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY

Whereas Arrowhead Credit Union, based in
San Bernardino, California, is one of the
leading financial institutions of the Inland
Empire region of California and one of the
finest state-chartered credit unions in the
United States;

Whereas Arrowhead Credit Union, owned
by its members, is dedicated to serving their
best interests, to providing value relative to
cost, and to earning their trust and con-
fidence by operating in an ethical and finan-
cially sound manner;

Whereas Arrowhead Credit Union, which
turned 50 years old on April 19, 1999, is
ranked among the top 100 state-chartered
credit unions in the United States by serving
a membership of more than 74,000;

Whereas the Inland Empire community is
pleased to join Arrowhead Credit Union in
celebrating its 50th anniversary at the On-
tario Convention Center on June 12, 1999:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved on this day of June 12, 1999, by
the undersigned members of the Inland Em-
pire Congressional Delegation that the Dele-
gation, on behalf of the people of the Inland
Empire,

(1) congratulates Arrowhead Credit Union
on its 50th anniversary and wishes it contin-
ued success in the years to come;

(2) commends Arrowhead Credit Union for
its outstanding contributions to the people

of the Inland Empire through its reliable,
friendly, low cost financial services; and

(3) inserts a copy of this resolution into
the Congressional Record in commemoration
of the 50th anniversary of Arrowhead Credit
Union.
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RECOGNIZING DR. HARVEY P.
HANLEN

HON. JOHN E. PETERSON
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999
Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.

Speaker, I would like to take this opportunity
to recognize a distinguished constituent of
Pennsylvania’s 5th Congressional District. On
June 26, 1999, Dr. Harvey P. Hanlen of State
College will be sworn is as the 78th president
of the American Optometric Association during
AOA’s annual Congress in San Antonio, TX.

Dr. Hanlen is a graduate of the Pennsyl-
vania College of Optometry and Fellow of the
American Academy of Optometry. Throughout
his career, Dr. Hanlen has been dedicated to
the profession of optometry at the local, state,
and national levels. He is past president of the
Mid-Counties Optometric society and the
Pennsylvania Optometric Association. In 1987,
he was named Pennsylvania’s Optometrist of
the Year as well as the Pennsylvania College
of Optometry’s Alumnus of the Year. Dr.
Hanlen has served the AOA as a member of
the board of trustees, as secretary-treasurer,
vice-president, and president-elect.

In addition to his professional achievements,
Dr. Hanlen has been active in civic duties. He
has been on the board of directors of the Jew-
ish Community Council of State College. He
also served as campaign chairman for the
Centre County United Way.

Dr. Harvey Hanlen has distinguished himself
as an outstanding leader in his profession and
his community. I am pleased to join his many
friends and colleagues in congratulating him
on becoming the new president of the Amer-
ican Optometric Association.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. J.D. HAYWORTH
OF ARIZONA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999
Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, yesterday,

June 14, 1999, I was unavoidably detained
and missed rollcall vote 204, passage of H.R.
1400, the Bond Price Competition Improve-
ment Act of 1999. Had I been present, I would
have voted ‘‘aye.’’
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HONORING THE 50-YEAR ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BLACKMAN BAR-
BECUE

HON. BART GORDON
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999
Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

honor a valued tradition known as the
Blackman Community Barbecue, which on Fri-
day, June 25, 1999, will celebrate its 50th
birthday.

For half a century, folks in the Blackman
community of Rutherford County, TN, have

been conducting this event to raise money for
worthy causes while promoting the commu-
nity’s unique history, spirit and traditions.
Begun by the still active Blackman Community
Club, the annual event is held on a 2–acre
site surrounded by the breathtaking beauty of
the Tennessee countryside.

Residents and visitors alike flock in droves
to this renowned event to sample tasty bar-
becue, homemade ice cream and generous
helpings of southern hospitality. Anyone who
has ever attended one of these barbecues
knows firsthand the affection Blackman resi-
dents show their community and fellow man. I
hope the next 50 Blackman Barbecues are as
rewarding and successful as the first 50.

I congratulate each and every resident in
the Blackman community for an event steeped
in sincere respect for wholesome family values
and traditions. And although there are many
Blackman residents responsible for the suc-
cess and longevity of the barbecue, the fol-
lowing have contributed and are still contrib-
uting immensely to the popular fund-raiser:
D.H. McDonald and his wife, Frances; Donald
McDonald; Lorrain Hunt; Mildred Hays; Kathy
Wright; Elizabeth Smith; and John L. Batey.
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HONORING TEMPLE KOL AMI ON
ITS 25TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. PETER DEUTSCH
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
honor of Temple Kol Ami in Plantation, Flor-
ida, on the occasion of its 25th Anniversary. It
is a pleasure for me to have the opportunity to
celebrate the congregation’s longstanding
commitment and outstanding service to the
Broward County community.

For the past quarter century, Plantation has
witnessed the steady growth of Temple Kol
Ami within the Jewish community. From its
humble start of just a few members in 1975,
the Temple has flourished into a congregation
of over eleven hundred families. With this dra-
matic growth of its membership, Temple Kol
Ami responded to the demand for new space
with various additions over the years including
a new sanctuary and the recent dedication of
the Elizabeth Shoshanna Harr Education Cen-
ter. This extensive expansion of the organiza-
tion is a testament to the Temple’s strong
community involvement and outreach efforts.

Over the course of the past 25 years, Tem-
ple Kol Ami has consistently maintained sharp
focus on the needs of the congregation.
Throughout these years of amazing develop-
ment, the Temple has continued to serve its
members and community while upholding the
customs of Jewish life within the traditions of
Reform Judaism. While upholding a tradition
of excellence in spirituality, the Temple has
also made the teaching of Judaism a top pri-
ority through the establishment of an Early
Childhood Program, a Religious School, Adult
Education Programs, and a Day School.

Mr. Speaker, Temple Kol Ami has spent the
last twenty five years demonstrating its strong
commitment to the spiritual well-being and
Jewish education of its congregation while
maintaining an excellent standard of commu-
nity involvement. I am extremely proud to cel-
ebrate this anniversary with the members of
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Temple Kol Ami, for their devotion to the Jew-
ish faith and contributions to the surrounding
community are truly evident during this glo-
rious time of reflection upon their 25 years of
success.
f

RENEWAL WEEK

HON. RON PACKARD
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999
Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, this week is

‘‘Renewal Week’’ and I would like to express
my strong support for the efforts of the Re-
newal Alliance. The Renewal Alliance is a bi-
cameral group of Republican Senators and
Representatives dedicated to civic and legisla-
tive efforts to reduce poverty in America.

This week, my colleagues on the Renewal
Alliance and I will highlight the important role
of institutions such as the family, neighbor-
hoods, schools, houses of worship, and chari-
table organizations. The concept behind this is
to strengthen communities and serve the poor-
est among us. In other words, it’s a matter of
neighbors helping neighbors.

I am personally concerned about the contin-
ued moral decline in our nation. We need to
get back to the basics. This can be done by
emphasizing values and personal responsi-
bility over hands-outs, which will instill dili-
gence, self-help, and accountability to our so-
ciety. These are the qualities that make good
workers and prosperous Americans.

Mr. Speaker, we can accomplish so much
more when we work together and build part-
nerships between citizens and community-
based organizations. I applaud my fellow
members of the Renewal Alliance for their
selfless dedication to their communities and I
encourage those who are not members of the
Renewal Alliance to get involved and make a
difference.
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INTRODUCTION OF FRAUD AND
REIMBURSEMENT REFORM PRO-
VISIONS TO FUND FULLY THE
MEDICARE EARLY ACCESS ACT
OF 1999

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999
Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, today, a number

of House members are introducing the Medi-
care Early Access Act of 1999 to help people
between 55 and 65 years of age obtain afford-
able health insurance.

The proposal is almost fully funded over
time through a requirement that beneficiaries
pay for their own coverage. But there is an ini-
tial start-up cost to the program, and a tem-
porary subsidy is necessary to mitigate ‘‘ad-
verse selection’’ costs attributable to the fact
that sicker-than-average individuals who are
desperate for health insurance may sign up in
disproportionate numbers for the program.

To ensure that Medicare’s trust funds are
not hurt by this new program, I am introducing
a package of anti-fraud and administrative im-
provement provisions that will raise more than
enough money to fund the start-up of the
Medicare Early Access Act. These provisions
are changes that we ought to be making any-
way to strengthen the program, and I am

pleased that they fund this important new ex-
pansion of health insurance.

Over the long run, enactment of these provi-
sions will help reduce Medicare’s long-term fi-
nancial problems.

Below is a brief description of the provi-
sions. The bill will:

Pay for covered Medicare drugs on the
basis of actual acquisition cost instead of the
artificially high level of average wholesale
price minus 5%, which was established by the
Balanced Budget Act of 1997;

Lower Medicare payments for Epogen from
$10 to $9 per 1,000 units. Epogen is now
Medicare’s most expensive drug, and tax-
payers pay more than 80% of the cost;

Reform Medicare’s partial hospitalization
benefit. In a recent audit, the HHS Inspector
General found Medicare payments for partial
hospitalization services had a 90% error rate;

Improve the accuracy of Medicare’s sec-
ondary payer provisions to require health
plans and employers to provide insurance
data on covered enrollees;

Allow Medicare to get a volume discount by
contracting with HHS-designated ‘‘Centers of
Excellence’’ for complex operations at hos-
pitals that have better-than-average outcomes.
f

TRIBUTE TO ALHAMBRA, ILLINOIS

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999
Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

take this opportunity to join the community of
Alhambra, Illinois in celebrating its 150th birth-
day. A celebration of the sesquicentennial is
being held June 18 through 20.

The history of the community will come to
life with the festivities. Co-chairpersons Deb
Reckman and Joe Dauderman invite the pub-
lic to join in on the weekend of activities to
celebrate the long, colorful history of the town.

I commend the citizens of Alhambra for
celebrating their rich history and ancestor her-
itage during this celebration. It is important to
remember pioneer families such as those of
James Farris, Robert Aldrich, William Hoxsey
and Wiliam Pitman whom first rode across Illi-
nois to settle along Silver Creek. These festivi-
ties will help the citizens of today gain a great-
er understanding and respect for their city’s
past.

The Alhambra banners say ‘‘Moving For-
ward Into the Next Century.’’ I as well as com-
munity of Alhambra are looking forward to that
to seeing Alhambra continue on its path into
the next century and wish them the best of
luck in achieving great things.
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STATEMENT OF INTRODUCTION OF
THE PUBLIC RESOURCES DEBT
REDUCTION ACT

HON. GEORGE MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 1999
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.

Speaker, Today I am introducing the Public
Resources Debt Reduction Act to eliminate
many wasteful and environmentally destructive
subsidies. My bill would save taxpayers hun-
dreds of billions of dollars per year and end
environmentally harmful practices that have
continued for too long under antiquated laws.

The array of subsidies for mining, timber, ir-
rigation and other industries that use natural
resources belonging to the America people is
truly astounding. Multinational mining compa-
nies take gold and silver from public land with-
out paying the public a dime of the value.
Each year the taxpayers ante up millions to
build roads into previously pristine areas of the
National Forests so that timber companies can
cut down the trees. Irrigators will pay back
less than half of the cost of dams and water
projects constructed for their benefit—and that
repayment takes 50 years with no interest
charges.

These direct subsidies are only the begin-
ning of the support we give to natural resource
developers. On top of the discount rates for
use of the public’s resources, each of these
industries also receives other benefits, from
tax breaks to farm payments.

While these corporations profit handsomely
from the public’s resources, they often create
environmental damage that the public finds
itself paying to repair. Abandoned mines litter
the West. Unstable clear-cuts in the forests
have produced dangerous mudslides this year,
as well as damaging wildlife habitat and harm-
ing fishing streams. Dams and diversions for
irrigation destroy river reaches and wetlands
while interfering with annual salmon migration.

Why should the industries that despoil our
environment continue to receive heavy sub-
sidies from the American people? Why should
these ‘‘corporate welfare’’ benefits remain sac-
rosanct when we have eliminated welfare sup-
port for many poor people?

The answer, of course, is that these sub-
sidies should not remain in place. We cannot
pass up this opportunity to eliminate wasteful
spending, decrease the deficit and simulta-
neously reduce environmental damage.

That is why, along with 19 original cospon-
sors, I have introduced the Public Resources
Debt Reduction Act. This measure, which was
supported by nearly 60 co-sponsors in the last
Congress, would reduce the flagrant waste of
billions of dollars in taxpayer money on free
minerals, cheap timber, subsidized water and
other benefits for those who use our natural
resources.

The provisions of this bill (some of which
have previously been adopted by the House of
Representatives or House Committees) in-
clude:

Requiring a fair return for oil and gas
leases, grazing leases, and utility rights of
way.

Establishing that fees for using federal re-
sources recover all the costs of making those
resources available, with a separate provision
eliminating timber sales at prices that do not
cover administrative costs and overhead.

Halting the give-away of hardrock minerals
and sales of mineral lands for next to nothing.

Charging full costs for federal water used to
irrigate surplus crops.

Moving receipts from federal timber sales
back ‘‘on budget.’’

Mandating annual budget reporting of the
cost of natural resource subsidies

The special deals and subsidies given to
natural resource development on public lands
are relics of another time, a time when the
West was young and natural resources were
seen as the best incentive to settle the land.
Now the West has long been settled, and we
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